Kotch — the coolest place to hang out

| CUng pecale today are
Yr’ltl diMrorent fram wien
Ronnie Wilke was a
lad. They just waar a differ-
ent uniforim — hoodies
instead of tight jeans and
winkle-pickers.

That's the view of tha
Ascot Racenourse
nperationg dirsator
v, with strong
[ suppert from the
Royal Borough's
yiLth and commer
nily and cammunity
waldon serdces,
has soearhedded
they opering and
developiment of
Haotch youth cluks,

Fastoh rraaEmns

‘chilled® and it is i
certainly the coalest
place to De In Ascot [
N & Fridsy evening.
Right from the out- ;
2ot voune aeople —
s=cruited by Ronnle E
an a walk anpund the m'rr'
[ i October 2207 - have
Been irvehed in the club's
arganisation and
| development and now there
arg around 120 members.,
Hotah s a success story
that has captured the imaz
inaticn of owar 14, thanks
to activities thay themt
selves help devise ard run,
and to Ronnie's inspired
lesdesship, Eupportad by
frarey Kansnn, who nins
Charters Youth Club in near-
by Sunningdalz, and Ben

when | 'was thelr age. In

Page, Ascot's community
WEITHET,

Ronnis aaid: "k becarme
clear to me very early on
that there Is aothing weong
wilh young people in Ascot.
Thay are no worse than

fact, the majorily aré
supero. Thay juslh woar o
differsnt uniformm — hoodics
instead of tight jezns and
winslepickears.”

With anti-social bebaiour
in dseot now reduced to
almost nll and Hetzh on the
up and up, Bonnie and his
young hand are branching
Ut into commun ity
supparl, worklng with the
parsh counc'| to plart
Bulims in Victony Flelds ano
on the High Slreet, There
arg also plans 1or mone

cormmunity Wark, Iime skills
Lrairing and visils 1o cor
cerbs grecently 24 members
had ain unlorgettabkle ‘posn
box' espuoricnoe al the QZF,
donated by Cloaneyonl,
Ascob’s cleaning parlnes).
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*Mew 1dvyearolds are
Jnining Kotch wolunsanly and
Lthat is really exciting,” said
Ronnle, *If young people
are In any doubt, we send
groups of members to imne
them in for a free
introduchory evening, We
hiewee & hiigh lewal of recruit-
mant suceiss. The iemnal
weekly foe js jusl £1, which
includes a froe soll drink
and crisps or chocolabe”

Ronnie paid tribobe o e
waluntesrs whio work with
thie club every weak: “We
ok this hecause yound pec-

pla are worth e afort and

the work is wery rewarding.”

Anyone who would like Lo

volurteer should call

Rennis on 01344 3TE5AD.
B Foich sits under the
guspices of Ascot
Meighbrarhbocd Action
Group whoso chairman
Clir Dawid Hiluon s:2id:
f— "The elub, supporled
by both the police and
tne borowgh, has
significantly reduced
| antiFaocial behaviour.
“Ronnie and kis team
are doing a great jon.”

1IN TOUCH: Phoche
and Charlotte &t a
Friday night Kotch
maeting.

2 NET RESLULT:
Charlle and Dan enjoy
some table-top
axarclse.

3 COoDL KIDS AT KOTGH:
Ellle, Ryan and Chelsea.

4 IN THE FRAME: Adam
polishes up his pool.

5 CAPTAINS OF HOTCH:
Community warden Ben
Page (keR). Tracey Ranson
[socond right], of the
borough's community and
youth service, and
voluntesrs Canaline
Burgess and lan Kirkwood
whio halp cut on Friday

evenings.




